
58 Big City Rhythm & Blues • Aug.-Sept. 2022

Freddie King - “The Texas Cannonball” was born on
September 3, 1934 in Gilmer, Texas and died at age
42 on December 28, 1976 in Dallas. At age six, his
mother and brother began teaching him guitar and ten
years later, the family moved from Dallas to
Chicago’s southside where he soon discovered Muddy
Waters, Howlin’ Wolf, Elmore James, Little Walter,
Eddie Taylor, Robert Lockwood, Jr., T-Bone Walker,
Jimmy Rogers and many others while working in the
steel mills and gigging at night. In 1952 he married
Jessie Burnett from Texas. Freddie King’s first blues
band was Every Hour Blues Boy with Jimmie Lee
Robinson (guitar) and Sonny Scott (drums). King
began recording on the Parrot label in 1953 and in
1960 signed with the King/Federal label where he
recorded his big hits, “Have You Ever Loved A Woman,”
and “Hide Away” that reached number five on
Billboard’s rhythm & blues chart in 1961. Soon he was
touring with his brother, Benny Turner, on bass and his valet/driver Tyrone Davis and with Jackie
Wilson, Sam Cook and James Brown. Freddie’s love of Chicago’s all-night bars and gambling drove
his wife to move back to Texas with their six children and Freddie joined them in 1963. In 1968 he
singed with Cotillion, an Atlantic subsidiary label, and in 1969 with Leon Russell’s Shelter label where
he recorded “Going Down” in 1971. He began touring often with rock musicians like his friend Eric
Clapton and signed on Clapton’s label, RSO. Besides Eric Clapton, Freddie influenced Stevie Ray
Vaughan, Peter Green, Mick Taylor, Lonnie Mack and many others. In 1982 Freddie King was inducted
into the Blues Hall of Fame and in 2012 into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.

GET ON
THE BUS!

The Adventures Of Sugar 
And Junior on the Radio Free
Amsterdam-John Sinclair Show
Go to http://www.bigcitybluesmag.com/ for direct links to these shows
Every Day Of Your Life—Jimmy Johnson
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-913-every-day-of-your-life/
California Dreaming
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-901-california-dreaming/
100 Years Of Blues
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-886-100-years-of-blues/
Music from Big City Rhythm & Blues Sampler #28
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-282-happy-to-have-the-blues/ 
Bobby Rush Rawer Than Raw
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-883-rawer-than-raw-2/
Bettye LaVette and her brand new album for Verve Records Blackbirds
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-875-blackbirds/
Music from guitarist Lurrie Bell’s album Let’s Talk About Love
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-871-lets-talk-about-love/
Music from new album by the Back Track Blues Band 
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-862-joy-joy-joy/
The new album by Sugaray Rayford
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-861-somebody-save-me/
An hour of music from the Sampler #27 (2020)
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-860-i-like-it-like-that/ 
Featuring the new album by Tinsley Ellis
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-857-ice-cream-in-hell/
Music by drummer Kenny “Beady Eyes” Smith 
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-855-beady-eyes-2/
Music and  conversation with bluesman Larry McCray
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-850-believe-it
Music and conversation with Thornetta Davis
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-849-honest-woman/
Toronzo Cannon conversation at the Token Lounge in Detroit.
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-830-sweet-sweet-sweet/
Baton Rouge bluesman Kenny Neal, Tab Benoit, Billy Branch, and Mitch Woods
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-822-neal-and-prey/
North Mississippi drummer, vocalist & bandleader Cedric Burnside
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-821-please-tell-it-baby/
Conversation with guitarist and singer Samantha Fish
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-820-chills-fever/
Interview with singer & guitarist Jonathan Long at JazzFest 
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-810-shine-your-love/
Sugar and Junior from Clarksdale, Misissippi with Charlie Musselwhite 
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-807-clarksdale-boogie/
Big Ciity Rhythm & Blues Magazine CD Sampler #25
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-792-on-the-road-to-nowhere/
George Porter Jr. at New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-761-meterman/ 
John Nemeth at the Tampa Bay Blues Festival
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-755-feeling-freaky/
Thornetta Davis on “Honest Woman” CD
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-752-i-gotta-sang-the-blues/
Bettye Lavette  on “Things Have Changed” CD
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-748-things-have-changed/
Go to http://www.bigcitybluesmag.com/ for direct links to the shows

Leo
July 24- August 23:
8/1/53 – Robert Cray, Columbus, GA
8/1/57 – Dietra Farr, Chicago, IL
8/2/1844 – Pork Miller, Burkeville, VA
8/3/15 – Mercy Dee Walton, Waco, TX
8/3/62 – Joanna Connor, Brooklyn, NY
8/6/1900 – Willie Brown, Cleveland, MS
8/6/22 – Willie Nix, Memphis, TN
8/7/17 – Mose Vinson, Holly Springs, MS
8/7/23 – Jimmie Witherspoon, Gordon, AR
8/7/44 – Denny Freeman, Orlando, FL
8/8/62 – Deak Harp, New Jersey
8/8/1900 – Lucky Millinder, Anniston, AL
8/8/33 – Joe Tex, Rogers, TX
8/12/17 – Big Walter Price, Gonzales, TX
8/12/20 – Percy Mayfield, Minden, CA
8/12/52 – Terry “Big T” Williams, Farrell, MS
8/13/19 – Baby Boy Warren, Lake
Providence, LA
8/13/21 – Jimmy McCracklin, St. Louis, MO
8/13/21 – Son Seals, Osceola, AR
8/16/28 – Eddie Kirkland, Dothan, AL
8/17/39 – Luther Allison, Widener, AR
8/18/28 – Barkin’ Bill Smith, Cleveland, MS
8/19/36 – Little Johnny Christian,
Cleveland, MS
8/21/31 – Roscoe Shelton, Lynchburg, TN
8/22/10 – Addie “Sweet Peas” Spivey,
Houston, TX
8/22/11 – Kate McTell, Savannah, GA
8/22/17 – John Lee Hooker, Clarksdale, MS

Virgo
August 24 – September 22:
8/23/1903 – Ruby Smith, New York, NY
8/24/1905 – Arthur “Big Boy” Crudup,
Forest, MS
8/24/15 – Wynonie Harris, Omaha, NE
8/26/1902 – Jimmy Rushing, Oklahoma
City, OK
8/28/1903 – Mary “Diamond Teeth Mary”
McClain, Logan City, WV

8/29/20 – Charlie Parker, Kansas City, KS
8/29/24 – Dinah Washington, Tuscaloosa,
AL
8/30/13 – Olive Brown, St. Louis, MO
9/1/40 – Johnny Moore, West Point, MS
9/2/14 – Booker T. Laury, Memphis, TN
9/3/24 – Charlie Booker, Moorhead, MS
9/3/34 –Freddie King, Gilmer, TX
9/4/18 – Archie Edwards, Union Hall, VA
9/5/1907 – Albert “Sunnyland Slim”
Laundrew, Vance, MS
9/6/36 – Ollie Nightingale, Batesville, MS
9/7/34 – Little Milton, Inverness, MS
9/10/25 – Roy Brown, New Orleans, LA
9/10/51 – Johnny Rawls, Purvis, MS
9/11/40 – Walter “Wolfman” Belfour, Holly
Springs, MS
9/13/22 – Charles Brown, Texas City, TX
9/15/11 – Silas Hogan, Westover, LA
9/16/25 – BB King, Indianola, MS
9/16/26 – Fred Below, Chicago, IL
9/16/35 – Billy Boy Arnold, Chicago, IL
9/17/31 – Eddie Burks, Greenwood, MS
9/18/29 – Louis Myers, Byhalia, MS
9/19/1887 – Lovie Austin
9/20/30 – Eddie Bo, New Orleans, LA
9/22/55 – Hash Brown, Texas

Libra
September 23 – October 22:
9/23/34 - Little Joe Blue, Vicksburg, MS
9/24/24 - Alden “Tarheel Slim” Bunn, Bailey,
NC
9/25/10 - Rosa Lee Hill, Como, MS
9/25/36 – Booba Barnes, Longwood, MS
9/27/27 - George “Earring” Mayweather,
Tilly’s Mills, AL
9/28/10 – Houston Stackhouse, Wesson,
MS
9/28/35 - Koko Taylor, Memphis, TN
9/30/30 - Eddie Bo, New Orleans, LA
9/30/35 – ZZ Hill, Naples, TX
9/30/51 – Sarah Brown, Evanston, IL

Birthday Blues
Photo/Charlie Auringer

60_BACKPages-8-22:00  7/28/22  10:48 AM  Page 58



"MUSE-ICK HEADS"
ARTWORK BY ROBERT JR WHITALL
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Email to order: blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

Original 16x20 paintings are available, framed and signed, prices
negotiable. Many more portraits are available, see the artroom at

www.bigcitybluesmag.com
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1. Handsome Bob, Sugar
Mae & Junior
“Nighttime In The City”
Big City Rhythm & Blues CD
Sampler
BCRB Music
www.bigcitybluesmag.com
The Three Amigos are back
together getting on the night
train.

2. Mizz Lowe featuring
Bobby Rush
“Take My Love” (3:51)
single
Mizz Lowe Records
www.mizzlowe.com

Mizz Lowe steps in front of
Bobby Rush to sing her own
song. Giving all her love!
Superwoman!

3. Patty Tuite featuring
Bobby Rush & Paul
Nelson
“Nothing But Trouble” (3:10)
Hard Case Of The Blues
Thread City Productions
www.pattytuite.com
Patty Tuite sings of hard
trouble and nothing but trou-
ble in an angelic voice pro-

duced by guitar ace Paul
Nelson.

4. Bob Angell
“If You’re Really Gonna
Leave Me” (4:15)
Supernal Blues
Raw Tone Records
www.bluesoutlet.com
Bob Angell has got is going

on! You will not want to
leave him after hearing his
new song and CD. Old
school.

5. Breezy Rodio
“That Damn Cocaine” (4:05)
Underground Blues
Windchill Records

www.breezyrodio.com
Breezy Rodio is truth! Using

the blues to get the drug
world shook up! Good for
you Breezy! This was Linsey
Alexander’s backup band for
years. They got what it
takes! Chicago blues!

6. Sandy Haley
“Feels Like Freedom” (4:22)
Feels Like Freedom
Sandy Haley Music
www.sandyhaleymusic.com
Sandy Haley is finally free!

Her wonderful song and
album brings us all off this
earthly plain and into the
clouds - catch the vibe.

7. Dave Weld & The
Imperial Flames
“Red Hot Tabasco” (3:10)
Nightwalk
Delmark Records
www.delmark.com
Dave Weld has it going on!
Red hot tunes are just in

time for summer! Hot sauce!
Put some Dave Weld and
the Blues Imperials on it!

8. Demetria Taylor
“83 Hwy” (5:34)
Doing What I’m Supposed
To Do
Delmark Records
www.delmark.com
Demetria Taylor is keeping

the Taylor family tradition
together with her soulful
voice and presence. She is
going down Hwy 83 and tak-
ing us with her! The bad girl
is back!

9. Jonny T-Bird & The MP’s
“Take Me Home With You”
(3:27)
Playtime
Neon Grub Jeer Music
www.jonnytbird.com
Jonny T-Bird and the MPs
are back and they

are rockin’ the bars and the
festivals in the midwest. So
if you can’t make the gigs
take him home with you! Go
Jonny Go!

10. Norm Wheeler and
Friends
“Bourgeois Blues” (3:06)
Plays Well With Others
Independent
www.Facebook.com/Norm
Wheeler
Norm Wheeler - the bard of
the Northwoods has been
playing with friends for years
and on “Bougeois Blues” his

friends are: Patrick Niemisto,
Claudia Schmidt and John
Kumjian who follow his
words and cornet!

11. Emma Wilson
“Nuthin I Won’t Do” (3:15)
Wish Her Well
Emma Wilson Music
www.emmawilson.net
Emma Wilson has the whole
of England and the rest of

the EU hotter than hell with
her new CD - “Wish Her
Well,” We hope to see her
on this side of the pond
soon - til then buy her CD!

12. Anthony Wild
“Cookie Crumbles” (3:13)
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Nighttime Is The Right Time
You are in the right place at the right time! Thank you for subscribing and thank

you for supporting the blues!
It used to be blues was a late-night thing and to see Junior Wells or Lefty Dizz, it

started late. As we grow older the music is starting earlier and earlier. Still, nighttime
is the right time! Most musicians had to work day jobs so they would work a shift
and then go to a bar and play until dawn. I am writing this as I am waiting for a
super full moon - a buck moon! I am up very late to see the moon. It is a wonderful
night for a moondance with a Django-like guitarist and a ballsy blues queen in the
dark alleys and dusty porches, we loved it.

We have music in the night for you. Music from Chicago, London UK, New
Orleans, Indiana, Massachusetts, California, Detroit, Mississippi, Florida and
Wisconsin.

In the old days we used to drive at night. There was no traffic. We used to pull all
nighters. We were midnight riders taking the night train to New Orleans and then to
Chicago and finally LA! Night train! Nighttime is when you should be with the one
you love! Enjoy this sampler and thank you to all these musicians who are on this
sampler helping to keep the blues alive while entertaining us!

And thank you to our hard-working team: Sugar, Charles Auringer, Bob
Monteleone, Guy Powell and all our subscribers!

Roll up the rugs and don’t forget to boogie!
Love, peace and

happiness,
Robert Jr. Whitall

Big City Rhythm & Blues • Aug.-Sept. 2022

Nighttime Is The Right Time
Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine Sampler #32 - 2022
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Gonna Have To Call A Tow
Truck
Independent
www.anthonywild.com

Anthony Wild is the wild child
on guitar, writing songs, pro-
ducing CDs but most impor-
tantly the man behind “Kids
That Rock” changing lives
forever. This song rocks for
all my cookie fans, let the
cookie crumble.

13. Wayne Baker Brooks
“Because Of You” (3:34)
single
Independent
www.waynebakerbrooks.com

Wayne Baker Brooks is no
longer the baby brother in
the Brooks family. His guitar

work and songwriting is on
fire. His father would be
proud that he chose guitar
instead of drums. He is a
bad man!

14. Big Al & The
Heavyweights
“Love One Another” (2:45)
Love One Another
Vizztone Records
www.bigal.net

Big Al & The Heavyweights
bring their swingin’ music
along at a great moment. All
we need is love! And as
Jimmy Johnson said, “Just
be kind.” Love one another.

15. Barry Walter
“Sometimes It Works Out”
(3:48)
Barry & Friends at
Greaseland Studios
Self Produced
www.facebook.com/barry-
walter
Barry Walter has friends and
boy can they play. Barry’s
guitar stylings and emotional
vocals will work. Bay Area
music with “Grease” all over

it. Modern California funk
music! Yea!

16. Lauren Glick
“Don’t Add Up” (3:38)
Lush
BNN Productions
www.laurensings.com

Lauren Glick, blues rocker
from the banks of Maryland,
is a teacher, musician and
brings soulful lyrics that are
for real. The new CD “Lush”
is coming to you.

17. Jim McCarty
“Blues For Mr. Boiteau”
(3:02)
Acoustic Ideas
Self-Produced

jimmccarty3@gmail.com
Jim McCarty gives us some-
thing good from the covid
years - an acoustic album.
He is well known as a fan-
tastic electric guitarist but he
loves the sound of his old
Gibson Dove. This is what
we get. Shelter.

18. Acoustic Madness
“Change The Way You
Change” (4.01)
Tiffany
Hanzie Records
www.hanzierecords.com
Acoustic Madness is a trio

made up of Bob Monteleone,
Mitch Purdy and Jorian Olk-
szost. “Tiffany” is their third
release and contains 8 origi-
nal songs with a wide range
of influences from jazz to
bluegrass to progressive
rock.

19. Brett Lucas
“Rising Phoenix” (4:35)
Soul & Courage
Jr. Flip Music
www.brettlucas.com
Brett Lucas and his wonderful
band of Detroit musicians -
Max Bauhof, Chuck Bartels

and Evan Mercer have put a
CD together with soul and
courage. Brett is the guitarist
for Bettye LaVette and she
has shared her soul with him.

20. Handsome Bob, Sugar
Mae & Junior
“Right Place Right Time”
(:35)
Big City Rhythm & Blues CD
Sampler
BCRB Music
www.bigcitybluesmag.com
Nighttime in the switching
yard, these guys are at the
right place at the right time.

Get the 2022 Big City Blues Sampler CD #32
Nighttime Is The Right Time FREE when you subscribe

(or renew) plus more bonus deals available!
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Call 248-582-1544 or email blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

Store open now at www.bigcitybluesmag.com

What Would Junior Do?
Sampler # 26 2019

“I Like It Like That”
Sampler # 27 2020

“Happy to Have the Blues”
Sampler # 28 2020

“Caiifornia Dreaming”
Sampler # 29 2021

“Mojo Hand”
Sampler # 30 2021

Goin Up The Country
Sampler # 31 2022

More bonus samplers available, see list in subscription order form on page 59.

Bonus Big City Blues Sampler CDs!
Limited quantity get them while supplies last.

Subscription Order Form is on next page

To sign up for participation on our
samplers contact Robert Jr Whitall
at blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

Aug.-Sept. • Big City Rhythm & Blues
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Send check, money order or credit card information to:
Big City Blues, P.O. Box 1805, Royal Oak, MI 48068-1805 check & circle choices
� 6149 Sterling Silver Necklace $100 � 6149 Sterling Silver Pin $100
� 61/49 T-shirt $30 Blk or Wht - M L XL XXL XXXL
� Island shirt $50 M L XL XXL � Workshirt $50 M L XL XXL
S & H for USA/Canada included. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. While supplies last.
(Outside USA & Canada plus Shipping & Handling) (Mich. residents add 6% sales tax)

(Credit Card surcharge will be added ) Amount enclosed ______________

name______________________________________________________________

address ____________________________________________________________

city_______________________________________state_______zip__ __ __ __ __

email_______________________________________________________________

Credit Card #_________________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___ ___ Security Code __ __ __

Billing Zip Code __ __ __ __ ___

Dr John
Midnight at the

Crossroads

61/49 T-shirt black
or white $30

Harmonica Shah sez, “I got my Big
City Rhythm & Blues Magazine’s

Island Shirt!” Get yours free
when you subscribe!

Blues Wear!
Subscribe

or buy!
2 or 3 Year

subscriptions
can get a t-shirt
or are available
for sale below!

Love
Blues?

6149 JEWELRY Sterling Silver
necklace or pin ON SALE $100

Visit our Roadhouse Store at
www.bigcitybluesmag.com
to see more bonus selections and to order
online and use Credit Cards with PayPal.
Or use this order form below by mail or
email your order with your choices, colors
and size to blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
to pay by PayPal Invoice.
For credit card over the phone 248-582-1544

Love
Blues?

Subscription by Mail Order Form

Big Bonus subscription deals:
Order online at www.bigcitybluesmag.com
• 1 Year Subscription
• (6 issues) @ $40 and get the new Sampler #32 CD.
• 2 Year Subscription (12 issues) @ $70 and get the new
Sampler #31 CD plus your choice of ONE of these bonus extras:
• 1 more Sampler CD or
• a BCB 61/49 T-shirt or
• Send a one year subscription to a friend or
• Add one more year to subscription
• NEW- 8x10 art print
• 3 Year Subscription (18 issues) @ $100 and get
the new Sampler #32 CD plus your choice of ONE bonus extra:
• 2 more sampler CDs or • 1 more sampler CD & BCB 61/49 T-shirt or
• a BCB Island Shirt or • a BCB Workshirt
• NEW- 8x10 art print
• 5 Year Subscription (30 issues) @ $150 and get
every new Sampler CD released (twice a year or more) and
BCB 61/49 T-shirt or • a BCB Island Shirt or • a BCB Workshirt
• Special Lifetime Subscription @ $500 Get all Big City
Blues Samplers, a BCB 61/49 T-shirt, BCB Island Shirt, BCB Workshirt.
USA ONLY
Email for details to blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

Don’t miss these bonus deals by sending check, money order or credit cards to:
Big City Blues, P.O. Box 1805, Royal Oak, MI 48068-1805
� SUBSCRIBE FOR ONE YEAR (6 issues) @ $40 and get the new Sampler CD #32
� SUBSCRIBE FOR TWO YEARS (12 issues) @ $70 and get the new Sampler CD #32 plus

your choice of ONE of these extra bonuses:
� 1 more sampler CD (choose CDs from list below) or Get a T-shirt
� BCB 61/49 T-shirt - circle color/size Black White M L XL XXL XXXL
� Or send a one year subscription to a friend. (Include their name and address)
� Or add one more year to your subscription without a bonus
� Or 8x10 art print (See page 63 indicate choice)
� SUBSCRIBE FOR THREE YEARS (18 issues) @ $100 and get the new Sampler CD #32

plus choice of ONE of these extra bonuses:
� 1 more sampler CD and a BCB 61/49 T-shirt (Indicate choice, color and size above)
� Or 2 more sampler CDs
� Or a BCB Island Shirt or a � BCB Workshirt Circle size M L XL XXL
� Or 8x10 art print (See page 63 indicate choice)
� NEW! SUBSCRIBE FOR FIVE YEARS (30 issues) @ $150 and get all the new Big City Blues
Samplers as they are released (twice a year) and � BCB T-shirt or � BCB Island Shirt
or � a BCB Workshirt (Indicate colors and sizes above)
� LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTION @ $500 Get Big City Blues Samplers, BCB T-shirt, BCB Island
Shirt, BCB Workshirt. USA ONLY
For details email blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
All subscriptions, bonus CDs & Blues Gear are mailed First Class in protective
envelope and handling charges included. Sampler details at www.bigcitybluesmag.com
Choose your CDs from these Sampler CDs for 2 & 3 year subscriptions.
� CD Sampler #31 Goin’ Up The Country � CD Sampler #30 Mojo Hand
� CD Sampler #29 California Dreaming � CD Sampler #28 Happy to Have the Blues
� CD Sampler #27 I Like It Like That � CD Sampler #26 What Would Junior Do?
� CD Sampler #25 On the Road to Nowhere � CD Sampler #24 Finger Lickin’ Good
� CD Sampler #23 We Jukin’ Here! � CD Sampler #22 Summer Of Love
� CD Sampler #21 Down the Road � CD Sampler #19 Old School Cool
� CD Sampler #18 Full Moon Beach Party � CD Sampler #17 Murder of Crows
� CD Sampler #16 The Surfin Gypsies � CD Sampler #15 Rollin’ on the River

(add $50 USD per year outside USA) (add $10 USD per year for Canada)
(Credit Card surcharge will be added) Total amount ___________

name____________________________________________________________

address __________________________________________________________
city____________________________________state_______zip__ __ __ __ __
email________________________________________Phone#______________
Credit Card #______________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___ ___ Security Code __ __ __
Billing Zip Code __ __ __ __ __� � � �

Terrance Simien
High Noon at
the Crossroads

NEW! Free Robert Jr signed
8x10 Art Prints with Subscriptions

Free w/ 2 yr subscription
Free w/ 3 yr subscription

See ad facing page (63) for selections
email: blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
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Everyone
Worth

Knowing

By Jeff
Richards

Four stories
that are based
on songs, two
on blues, one
on the Eagles
"Desperado"
and one on
John Prine

and one 
based on a

painting.

BUY NOW at Amazon.com NetGalley
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Before Sugar & Junior began cele-
brating the return of the New
Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival

(Jazzfest), Little Freddie King invited
them to join him at Saturday’s Baton
Rouge Blues Festival & the French
Quarter Festival. The Baton Rouge
Festival is located downtown above the
Mississippi River with three stages sur-
rounding Louisiana’s Old State Capitol
building where inside another stage up
the ascending staircase with a stunning
stain glass dome. Some of Saturday’s
line-up included Jonathan Long, Selwyn
Birchwood, Eddie Cotton, Oscar Davis,
Little Jimmy Reed, Mike Zito and many

more acts. At 5:45 pm, Sugar & Junior
were honored to emcee for Little Freddie
King on the LA1 stage.

Sunday afternoon back in New
Orleans, a huge downpour had Sugar &
Junior inching through the French
Quarter traffic but they made it just in
time to French Quarter Fest. As Little
Freddie King’s guests, they were seated
on stage and what a view of the
Mississippi with freight ships sailing
around the bend and a riverboat leaving
the dock under a huge rainbow. Thank-
you Little Freddie & Wacko Wade!

Finally, the long-awaited Jazzfest
began on Friday, April 29th. Thank-
you Tom O’Connor for your hospitality!
Once in the gates Sugar saw Rosie
Ledet, Little Freddie King, Bombino

(Niger) and the Ancestor Unveiling and
a second line honoring George Wein,
Jazzfest’s founder. CeeLo Green did
a James Brown tribute on the Festival
Stage (formerly the Acura Stage)
and Doug Kershaw was all smiles on the
Fais Do-Do Stage. Sugar ended the day
with War & Treaty’s emotional set at the
Blues Tent Stage. Saturday’s nonstop
music included Mem Shannon, Cyril
Neville, George Porter Jr., Martha
Redbone, James Andrew, Irma
Thomas, Tab Benoit and Jose
Feliciano who performed as The
Who could be heard from the Festival
Stage. Sunday, the first of May, Sugar
began her jazzfestin’ at “The New

Orleans Classic Recording
Revue” with Clarence “Frogman”
Henry, The Dixie Cups, Wanda
Rouzan and Al “Carnival Time”
Johnson. CJ Chenier followed the revue
then Sugar walked across the hot race-
track to see Anders Osborne at the
Festival Stage and Cha Wa at Congo
Square at the Gentilly Stage - Jon
Cleary followed by The Voice of the
Wetlands Allstars. Sugar finished up the
day at the busy Blues Tent with Randy
Newman and Deacon John. Over at the
Festival Stage the Red Hot Chili
Peppers were filling in for the Foo
Fighters and paying tribute to the late
great Taylor Hawkins.

In between Jazzfest weekends on
Monday, May 2nd they followed Little
Freddie to Louisiana Music Factory
Fest at the Jazz Museum. Wednesday,
Sugar & Junior got VIP/Backstage access
to Crabby’s Crawfish Fest! It was so
good to see Luther Dickinson again and
his “Company” with Duane Betts. Thank-
you Crabby & Tom O’Connor! Later they
joined their Ann Arbor friends for their

SUGAR MAESUGAR MAE
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Mike Zito, Baton Rouge Blues Festival,
4/23/22.

Rosie Ledet happy to be back at
Jazzfest, 4/29/22

Little Freddie King, French Quarter Fest, 4/24/22

Big City Rhythm & Blues • Aug.-Sept. 2022

Rick Holmstrom & Mavis Staples, Blues
Tent, 5/7/22

All photos by Shirley Mae Owens unless otherwise credited

Little Jimmy Reed, Baton Rouge Blues
Festival, 4/23/22.

RIP Alfred "Chippy" Weston. Kermit
Ruffins,Trombone Shorty, James
Andrews and many others, 4/22/2022.

And I Ain’t Lyin’!

Irma Thomas, Gospel Tent Stage,
4/30/22
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annual dinner at Jacque-Imo’s!
Thursday, May 5th, Jazzfest second

weekend began for Sugar back in the
Blues Tent with Joe Krown, Jason
Ricci featuring Walter “Wolfman”
Washington. Next up was blues cigar
box shredder Jonathan Long then
across the tracks to the Festival
Stage, Marcia Ball invited them back-
stage to say hi and cool off. Over at
Gentilly Stage, Sugar saw The Dirty
Dozen Brass Band’s Tribute to Dave
Bartholomew with guests Elvis
Costello and Al “Lil Fats” Jackson fol-
lowed by Billy Strings.

Sugar got back to the Blues Tent just
in time to see the newly inducted into the
Blues Hall of Fame Bettye Lavette. Also
Bettye Lavette is an EDM star! Odesza
has sampled Bettye Lavette's song &
video "Let Me Down Easy" (1969) that
is featured on the new MacBook Air
feather commercial on their track "The
Last Goodbye." Congrats Bettye for
everything! After another mighty powerful
Jazzfest performance, Bettye invited them
backstage. Junior brought the cham-
pagne & crawfish!

Friday Jazzfestin’ began with J.
Monque’D, Uncle Nef and two tributes
on for Lil Buck Sinegal featuring Sonny
Landreth, CC Adock and Lee Allen
Zeno and another for Art and Charles
Neville with the funky Meters, Ivan
Neville & The Neville Brothers with Cyril
& Charmaine Neville. Sugar also pho-
tographed Chris Isaak, Chubby Carrier,
Big Freedia and Southside Johnny &
The Ashbury Jukes.

Saturday began at the Blues Tent
Stage with Bill Kirchen, Meschiya
Lake and Rory Block then Sugar raced
around the track to catch Samantha
Fish, Rickie Lee Jones and Norah
Jones performing with Puss N Boots.
Big crowds surged for Stevie Nicks and
Sugar got back to the Blues Tent in time
for Davell Crawford, Kenny Neal and
the happy effervescent “Bubbles,“ better
known as Mavis Staples.

The last day of Jazzfest on Sunday,
May 8th began with Brother
Tyrone and John Mooney then a special
tribute to Dr. John with Irma Thomas,
Cyril Neville, Jon Cleary, Davell
Crawford, John Boutte and John

“Papa” Gros. Sugar returned to the
Blues Tent for Glen David Andrews,
Chris Thomas King, Walter “Wolfman”
Washington and Buddy Guy. Jazzfest’s
record high attendance was 475,00 and
next year’s dates are April 28 - May 7,
2023. See you there!

Love & happiness,
Sugar Mae

Duane Betts, Crabby & Luther Dickinson, Crawfish Fest, New Orleans, 5/4/22
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Bettye LaVette, Blues Tent Stage, 5/5/22 Marcia Ball loves Jazzfest, 5/5/22 Samantha Fish is smokin’ hot!
Jazzfest, 5/7/22

All in the family, Tab Benoit, Tab Jr. and mom Evelyn, Blues Tent, 4/30/22

Rickie Lee Jones, 5/7/22

Buddy Guy, 5/8/22

Norah Jones, 5/7/22

Billy Strings debuts at Jazzfest, 5/5/22
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• August 4-7, 2022
Notodden Blues Festival

Notodden, Norway
www.bluestfest.no

• August 13, 2022
KWS Backroads Blues Festival

Providence, RI
www.kennywayneshepherd.net

• August 14, 2022
KWS Backroads Blues Festival

Bethel, NY
www.kennywayneshepherd.net

• August 16, 2022
KWS Backroads Blues Festival

Lewistown, NY
www.kennywayneshepherd.net

• August 18, 2022
KWS Backroads Blues Festival

Springfield, MA
www.kennywayneshepherd.net

• August 19-21, 2022 
White Mountain 

Boogie N’ Blues Festival
Thornton, NH

www.whitemountainboogie.com

• August 20, 2022
KWS Backroads Blues Festival

Roanoke, VA
www.kennywayneshepherd.net

• August 21, 2022
KWS Backroads Blues Festival

Portsmouth, VA
www.kennywayneshepherd.net 

• Sept. 23-24, 2022
Bogalusa Blues & Heritage Festival

Bogalusa, LA
www.bogalusablues.com 

• Oct. 5-8, 2022
King Biscuit Blues Festival 

Helena, AR
www.kingbiscuitfestival.com

• Oct. 14-16, 2022
Crescent City Blues & 

BBQ Festival 
New Orleans, LA

jazzandheritage.org 

• Oct. 29 - Nov. 5, 2022
#37 Legendary

Rhythm & Blues Cruise
Sea of Cortez

www.bluescruise.com  

• January 28-February 4, 2023
#38 Legendary

Rhythm & Blues Cruise
Eastern Caribbean

www.bluescruise.com

• April 14-16, 2023
Tampa Bay Blues Fest

St. Petersburg, FL
www.tampabaybluesfest.com

• April 22-23, 2023
Baton Rouge Blues 

Festival
Baton Rouge, LA

www.batonrougebluesfestival.org

• April 28-May 7, 2023
New Orleans Jazz & 

Heritage Festival
New Orleans, LA

www.nojazzfest.com

• Abbeville, LA
Richard Sale Barn
• Atlanta, GA
Northside Tavern
Darwins
Blind Willies
Fat Matt's
• Ann Arbor
The Ark 
• Austin, TX
Antones
The Continental Club
Skylark Lounge
• Biloxi, Mississippi
Ground Zero Biloxi
• Chicago, IL
Chicago B.L.U.E.S.
Buddy Guy’s Legends
Rosa’s Lounge

Lee‘s Unleaded Blues
Reggies
Motor Row Brewery
Space
Kingston Mines
Taylor Street Tap
• Clarksdale, MS
Red’s Juke Joint
Ground Zero
• Detroit, MI
Third Man Records
Raven Lounge
Berts Marketplace
Northern Lights
Otus Supply
PJ's Lager House
El Club
Token Lounge
• Florida
Skippers
Bradfordville blues club

• Indianapolis, IN
Slippery Noodle
• Berwyn, IL
Fitzgerald’s
• Kansas City, MO
Knuckleheads
BB’s Lawnside Blues
& BBQ
• Kalkaska, MI
Kalkuska Lounge 
• Los Angeles, CA
Harvelles Santa
Monica
Maui Sugar Mill Saloon
Baby Blues BBQ
• Madison, WI
Knuckle Down Saloon
• Massachuestts
Bull Run
• Memphis, TN
BBKings
Rum Boogie

Wild Bills
• Milwaukee, WI
Mamies
•• Nashville,TN
Bourbon Street
Blues&Boogie
Third Man Records
• New Orleans, LA
Tipitinas
House Of Blues
BBKings
B J's
Little Gem Theatre
Kermit's Mother-In -
Law Lounge
Benny's Bar
• New York, NY
Terra Blues
55 Bar
Ocean Springs, MS
The Shed

The Julep Room
• Palatine, IL
Mac’s On Slade
• San Francisco, CA
Biscuits and Blues
The Saloon
Eli’s Mile High Club
Yoshi’s Oakland
San Jose, CA
Poor House Bistro
• St Louis, MO
BB’s Jazz, Blues &
Soups
National Blues
Museum
Broadway Oyster Bar
• Wilimington, DE
St George’s Country
Store
• Zachary, LA
Teddy’s Juke Joint

Junior’s Jukes-Big City Rhythm & Blues Clubs
SUPPORT LIVE BLUES  —  WHILE YOU LIVE!! Affiliated Blues clubs, jukes and music halls

2022-2023 Festivals & Special Events

Sugar and Junior working at 2022 Blues on the Fox 

Kalkuska Lounge, Kalkaska , MI

Photo/Shirley Mae Owens

Look For Our Booth At These Wonderful Festivals!
Come Say Hi! To Sugar And Junior!

Photo/Peter Hurley
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